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EDUCATION : A CASE STUDY. THESIS ADVISOR : SARINTHORN
VITAYASIRINUN, Ph.D. 282 pp. ISBN 974-634-085-9

The purposes of this research were 1) to study the teacher methods
of promoting Thai language for Khmer-Thai preschoolers in schools under the
jurisdiction of the Office of Si sa ket Provincial Primary Education; and
2) to study the instructional problems of the teachers and the students.

The research findings were as follows :

1. Thai language promotion : It was found that 1) Teachers in all
four schools emphasized the use of National Thai language by the Khmer Thai
¢hildren but allowed their use of Khmer-Thai dialect when unable to
communicate. They were not aware the significance of teaching National Thai
and Khmer - Thai dialect simultancously. 2) Most teachers conducted whole
class activites. Only the teacher at Bankhom School provided small group and
individual activites for her children. The regular teaching methods were
integration of the dialect into classroom routines and drilling certain
language skills. 3) the teachers' responses to the children varied by the
children's behaviors. 4) the teacher - children interaction depended on the
situations of language us age in the classrooms and the poor relationships
between the teachers and the Khmer Thai speaking children who could hardly
speak National Thai.

2. Thai language instructional problems : 1) the teachers'
teachings did not cover all content area of Thai language, i.e., only
viocabulary was emphasized, instructional activities and media were irrelevant
to the child's background, and rote memery was alsc emphasized; 2) the child's
learning problems indluded 2.l) Khmer-Thai children's language problems were
their inability to communicate their needs and feeling, and inability to
understand academic content., 2.2) Khmer - Thai children's other problems due
to their language limitation were their mistrust of their teachers, and, their
lack of self - confidence and pride in their home language.
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