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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study the operation
of the sound libraries in Thailand concerning administration,
technical sewiceél, user services, including audio-visual and
printed materials provided, as well as its problems in order to
find means of solution to them, A guideline for developing the
operation of sound libraries in Thailand will also be suggested
here.

The research method was done through interviewing
6 adninistrators and 8 librarians in 8 sound libraries.

The results indicated that of these 8 sound libraries,
3 are university J.ibraries, 2 are school libraries, 2 are public
libraries and 1 is a special library. liost sound libraries are
‘sub-department with one air—conditioned room. The average area
of sound 1ibrarieis in public and university libraries is larger
than that of the zrest.

Adminiistrators in every sound library are responsible
for making policiles and also giving their librarians and library
staffs advicese. :ét was found that half of the librarians who worked
in the sound libraries held Bachelor' degfees in library science.

One of the common responsibility that the librarians in all
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sound libraries have to do is reference work. The library furniture
including cafd ca%alo; cabinets and tape-cassette and audio disc
shelves are foundvin all these sound libraries. In each library,
one can find more of taﬁe cassettes and audio disc than other
materials. Printed materials are rarely found.

For technical services, the acquisition policy provided
by the librarians should significantly éupport the curriculum and
the academic activities; Buying and checking the condition of
library materials are the responsibilities of the librarians or
library staffs. Each library has its own system of classification
and cataloging. However; sound materials are képt in closed-shelves
and seperated from printed materials.

For user serviceg, most sound libraries are for staffs.
in their organizations only. The popular contents in sound materials
are music and songs and most of the patrons are in public library
group. E

Most éroblems found in sound libraries are the lack of
library staffs, t#e lack of the budgets, the delay of paying for
materials, the liérary material preservation and the imbalance of

|
audio-visual materials and the patrons.
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