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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the interre-
lationships of three aspects of Buddhism among Buddhists of three
different educational 1evels, The aspects of Buddhism investigated
were: knowledge and understanding of principles, beliefs, and
practices. The educational levels studied were: below Matayom
Suksa 3, from Matayom Suksa 3 to below Junior college, and Junior

College and above.

The data had been collected previously in 1969 by The
Research Team on Strength of Buddhism in Thailand. These data
were analyged for each educational level by means of Pearson
Product-Moment Correlation, and between educational levels by

means of one-way analysis of variance, and t-tests.

The results of this study were as follows: (1) Within each
educational level, knowledge and understanding of principles,
beliefs and practices were intercorrelated with each other at
the .99 level of confidence. (2) There was a significant mean
difference between the higher and the lower educational groups
on knowledge and understanding of Buddhist principlase. (3) The
three educational levels did not differ on Buddhist beliefs.

(4) Those of lowest educational level differed significantly
from the other two higher educational levels on practices but
there was no significant difference between the middle and the

highest educational levels on this dimensions



The general conclusion of this study might be that the
higher the educational level the better the knowledge and under=-
standing of principles, but the higher educational levels were
not superior to the lower levels in beliefs and practices of

Buddhisme
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