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The objective of this thesis is to study the narrative techniques used by
Jodi Picoult in narrating an intricate relationship between children’s and young
adults’ problems and contemporary American society. Seven novels by Jodi
Picoult are chosen for this study: Plain Truth (2000), Perfect Match (2002), My
Sister’s Keeper (2004), Vanishing Acts (2005), The Tenth Circle (2006), Nineteen
Minutes (2007) and Handle with Care (2009).

The study reveals that Jodi Picoult uses two major types of narrative
techniques namely multiple narrators for presenting characters’ point of view and
nonlinear narrative for providing background of characters and events. Picoult
uses these techniques to depict many social problems children and young adults
face in contemporary American society, such as, sickness, disability, school

violence, sexual abuse, unintended pregnancy, self-harm and teen suing parents.

The study of narrative techniques used by Jodi Picoult’s 7 novels reveals

children’s and young adults’ problems in contemporary American society.
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It’s the first time | can remember Anna ever indicating that she
sees an end to this time line, a moment when she might finally be
free of obligation to her sister. Until that point, going to Minnesota is
not an option. Not because | am afraid of what might happen to Anna
there, but because | am afraid of what might happen to Kate while her
sister is gone. If Kate survives this latest relapse, who knows how long
it will be before another crisis happens? And when it does, we will
need Anna — her blood, her stem cells, her tissue — right here.*
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When the doctors leave, | can feel my mother staring at me.
“Jesse,” she says.

“It wasn’t like | was volunteering. | just wanted to, you know,
know.” But inside, I’'m burning just as hot as | was when that fire
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earth was full and creation complete on the seventh day. At the end
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sevens signifying the end of the world - history come to its
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" Joshua Trachtenberg, Jewish Magic and Superstition: A Study in Folk Religion (New
York: Behrman's Jewish Book House, 1939), 119.



57

a a 4

dounaunw Wumalivisaendanssdlidusaiou 2 U wsedulnassidugiusunmedds

Juieuaivuazisussnssdnddaune Wewnenueinauinlunisiignyilivisaendaiie

auioguasnyuarzyoueialailiuogned

fuspiudasviouunumvthilusiuas assewesiaendlaslidazas 6 fududian
Bossnlugunowesnuesiuifuusnitalafifadedagtiuriuly 7 9 fuseiusldassnuny
ysuiinis ond “du” “un” “ny” IumﬁﬁuauaagmaaLLazﬁﬂuﬂamméf@azmméwﬁ
uennifUszRudldaalusfnnia (past tense) Yiausyunososiiazasdn 6 i ldun
alad vioTeniou (Sean) widow1sasnd (Charlotte) ianTosiids (Amelia) nutAAmds
Fou3u (Marin) wazgAusunndndgsdelmmnes (Piper) Tnsialudnwaziounduliuos
wnnsaifAntuluefn thevharadlaussnumudedinwihiowain fia3eorediudes

Yy ]

i [ aa Yy o | = = 1 (Y
LLﬁ%qulliJ’eN‘l/lellLUUﬂﬁ’N ﬂmﬁmﬂmLm:mﬂmwumummaﬁlwmmumumm%%umm

Y

Ugymuazueslynieg19soununnngatiu

wenaniuseiusddlvidiasasusiasiuanianssssnlusinludnuarueniainiy
lulafulasdnauniazasidiaunuimenisidassnuuyisiass “An” (you) Uayass
Y1 ! v v oa ¢ a o =< dy a £ v a 3
HerumsuIiarasaunuiUIaladiliesainusunisiasasnefdiilleniiiettesivialas
Tngnss vrnIlifazaseNaldassnuiudi “aa” Wenunedsywdyguuialy egalsh
muUsgiuslidarasaunuiv “aay Weligeauidnsnaiuidmesivialaiuaziiasas

'
o w [y = I v

Mdsaunundunu Wedeuidnidiesnaredudumniiwenional ferudedidusulunis

Y

a o

Inndnsaliarasiaziduddndunisnsevivesinasasiug Tuunvedialal

Y

Y v o

AUsEiusImazasusariadududsuiuasedluluueasiies Tulsazund
Ly Ly Ly dl> I 2 = Y dl' 1 = 5 d' Y] c{' < 2
mazasmiladmiladuianiesine) veunluusazundswsnuvevesiavasiidugiaily

& ~ Yy PR ) & v oaoA a A S & Y
uniug Lielvigeuiindmazasmladudianses willeneisesliiiviavun 78 un lnediazas
1 U 6’5 1 d' 1 1 %] 1 ¥V 1 d‘ [ dy 6 6 a a

wriazAtuansasliviniy unkuswuiaTesdadl nsaend 21 un aliide 18 un ey 14
UN 115U 13 UM bewes 11 un vadsialadiantsaaiesndaunlunauiievawsaayinuu
awniialadlaianseaiissuniie Wewinduseiusaeenisuiugirnuidnvesiiasasyn
Ly d'd I a a‘d" I~ d' 1 1 1 v < a I3 EZ
sndsodalatduduvudymiveasos andigasiosvonnuiulaainialal uilise
A Aa v & aa & 1A ~ = ) v | W o 1 a
FeTinluudanenu wenaintinisiialadiaiseaiissunifeddiagyiouinfmasasnednnadn
nawidalatluliidnfanuasafedduadiaiig vauzideadudiazasyndisisasiay

Jalatnasnanisileassoslutiueia esnmnianindalatidudnuaz g lanszuiunis



58

Y

gfssIU WowluaznweAudsdindulaliliialaifidusuiuafanuediiiesedidewinuud

agauaialadunniian feudslaiinalaideonsualanuidnulsdiuguueveseiiifowas

v a

WuLavaiIarAsiIauY Ninnareiuialadlusenienisaniiuafaiy Jaladdsladnaue

q

(%
a ;Y

yuuevedednfelienfnuliasaduaud

;:Jﬂizﬁuﬁ‘é’qLLﬁaLﬁammmmﬁmaaamﬂu 4 N1A WSBUNIADALNTNANTIVUNVD
15a8R91U 9 s1en1sNeluwItey TuAasAASUAUAIEAISIVULNTISIENNT dIU

FI9N1TVUNTNNHBILRYUTEUIUNBUNANVRINIALALABUTNEAAYBIITYNY F119uNd

<

anudfglusesiionnusaendiagyinauntuidlniivinvuy 5oHegasIon1svinTuLLay

doumAningnunsvhuudludnuasnereiuge1u Yeeassiimsaenatuiinaanusanues

q

a  aa 1

woreTinazliAnuziAg UL S TUTIRHUASN Y vUNTanf19 Wananil

o v o ¢ 6 1 a2 a v & a1 o ! a 4 HAao
n13vuLgitIsrIsaendNaunaIeAUAERBNaY LHuUdunaIutenslseelieg
avasindeidudiandiuiu 5 Auanianun 6 au Bnvisiuseiiusiniiaueyuuevaasm

Y oa o q‘

avATHVANoULATNaINTRUsERUS U LA DM T UImMTeTens Fenaladduseiusiv

U >

a

ANUAAYAEIIUNTUNAUDLUNBILAZ UNUINVBIFIALATEVAN LDIANAIaEATHNYIE

o

unumlaaauluiseswazidudiazasiduindeusessniuuidens

[
ISy ! = U 1

Tudetinanisuseswesiasasnnimilaiidsedymanufinisveunniiie
Tauennududouveslymlaeuennmsiangvesniduaiuideondn Mdenvisaetym
anufinsvenantuyutewemsasnduasoufidunsud Widefiaesdedymanuiinis

< A a I3 I BV T = a <
YouAnluluNe9veIan 2 AuAe Jalatuazeiiidy Midenatunelymaiuinisveuinly

LULDIVDINUNYAVIUNAATOUTU hargRuSunmdngvalnines

3.2.1 ¥15aenduaau: Waudiun1sauagninig

& & S a fala ~ P a I3 P v
Psaenduazapuldsialadiininisuinaen 5 Ylaglddden Jalainnauitiesn
Tsanenuralusesund aunseneiunasauaslaanlummesnadiandunsiusn Jalatundy

syyhanunerlufaiduaun niudadaniluginsizimwinilauiaavungannuun gy

a

! & @ ¥ [ ¥ [ 6 gj £4 o v I
szyITialadidulsanszanniulusne Wumelvunsasnduazaeugnasteniviniresneniey
TalaluargnAruAuinileu nmaniunasAndeunmduseIdvialadlvduenansgudulsa

Talatususnwidilulsimeiuiaiiissnudes diueliiiegndsluegiunsounsigudud

Y 9

v

wign1saillasiielavisaenduaraeudusgauniiliegauagn aeuddadenuieaiy



59

WIBLSUNSDIANALMIAINAFRTLAUA LNNEWATATID WANUIEANU NaULLL T ULYA

L3

Hosfosafusunmdiludumnveslyniiunass anudaudseninaeuiuysaonsas

'
[ =

LAVUINTIZVN5ADAATIIANUNN U AU UL UIVULT D URBAUAINUART

Tusosvoswnsaend msflesdeaduvumadslunisudlvnnuiianainlusin tu
fovisaendiilsvhusiadlensnuingniinig msfimsaendldsuniseusudaaouainlsadou
AMeANLazdwauiuYIAMedny e U fUuRM LA NAaUINIRE11ATIATARA DA
wnsgiriuniefinnsaonddanssdl 7 dou ghusunmdnaganssnduasnuiimiand
nszgnIinIuIIN gRusunmgddulivguignlupssivesiaendenateilulsanszgn
wyu yhlvndaendiinnnuivaiFosgunmyssiaies WumeliiseAniuvis ufiinfaond
gnugnilsmméndaeuvesynnvednitnisiwiadunmssnifiousyudfn msaendine

1%
v

ANusAnvaasaLilansuIIgnUIesiell

[...] I was afraid to touch my hands to my abdomen, and acknowledge
you. For seven months we had been a unit - integrated and
inseparable — but right now, you felt alien to me. Sometimes in the
shower when | did a self-breast exam | had wondered what | would do
if | were diagnosed - chemo, radiation, surgery? — and | had decided
that | would want the tumor cut out of me right away, that | couldn’t
bear sleeping at night and knowing it was growing beneath my skin.
You — who had been so precious to me hours ago — suddenly felt that
way: unfamiliar, upsetting, other.

After Piper left, Sean became a man of action. “We’ll find the
best doctors,” he vowed. “We’ll do whatever it takes.”

But what if there was nothing that could be done?”
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" Picoult, Handle with Care, 350.
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“The doctors told me that if she lives — if — she’s going to be
so sick. So, so sick. And I’'m not supposed to think about it, but | don’t
understand why it’s a sin if you love something and want to keep it
from having to suffer.” | wiped my face with my sleeve. “| can’t tell

my husband. | can’t tell him I’ve even thought about this.”*

* Ibid., 190.
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“All these years I’ve just gone along doing what needed to be done.
[...] She was my baby and | was going to take care of her, and that was
that.” [..] “Then, you and Robert Ramirez started talking, asking me
questions. And | thought, Someone gets it. It felt like I’'d been living
underground, and for a moment, I’d been given this glimpse of the
sky. Once you’ve seen that, how can you go back where you came
from?”™
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How had Charlotte known to do this? Was it because she’d
been with you more times than | could count when a break
happened? Was it because she’d learned to be proactive, instead of
reactive, in a hospital? Or was it because she knew you better than |
ever would?”'
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[...] We still had a rusty old car and our little house and the same
clothes. A lot of zeros didn’t mean anything, really, except security —
my parents could splurge a little, because if their funds ran out, there
was a backup. That meant they didn’t fight nearly as much, which
wasn’t something you could buy at a store anyvvay.89
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We baked until there was hardly anything left in my pantry, [...], until
we did not notice your father being gone the whole day, until we
could not eat another bite.”
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With a pencil, | wrote a customer’s message across the blank back: /
love them.

Tomorrow, you’d read it. All three of you would be giddy,
would assume the anonymous writer had been talking about the
food, and not the bakers.

Kl YAUARLTEUTEAINIINGNANIN UG HUTOUYAATT
3l iflonnulagnu AMLATANY 813JUNLATAINALIUINNITY

Tswunetavuy JlYdeuuy

P DY 9 = v - = o
uununateiludamideulesaisudiiuaseunss Weudeanunaesudsuiuly
AEBINGY A1 “them” AANULAGBIANNNNIY ANUMINEUSNTINTINTUUTUNNGITAFD
2IeUTEUTDANNUBNEBUTULINITUYDUTLNTL D UUULYINEBNNIINYIY AUNHNENADY

FansaiuTnguszasAvesaiaunalgutonlufnsseiiovanineisngnieas

'
a

' o X Ql' 1 < a = [ A
Anumingegrmdsilidudsiaeulienayalaluainuduais Weannwidiadnisifesnssen
s:l' Ao % a o ¢ p a A g = » & v 1 @
Seusetuduilosiesgiusunmdises “nsiindaiduanuidene” Wumg i lineaiu
150 memallaioudavaningnaiun1silisuteanuiseurun apudiuanisanineisngn
AIENITRANYUIULNIIUYDININLTD VeghReINUN1TN N UTDYUNIUT L ALasTdL I
nvuailundesiuagiouinundiamsentdndinsemivesiminaseuasilunig

BeenIseuwazgnT uiiaeuilliegguansaunsiviefied uAIgLaAToUATIRENITUBY

RUNINUANLNI IALAATOUASINIUNITYDUULINY

nde1ndaladidedin Useiusinegnsisn19vinvuuvedaladd 91u1ges In
Aannd (Willow’s Sabayon, with Clouds) s?jﬂL‘fJusuumwqumﬁw"lumﬁma ApUsNU
90UNIANUNUNEYBIAMANTIANI “ans” (recipe) fisll “gns (1) yamdslunsinSeuvinemis

(2) unedsunsegeinlugnadwsiuiueu” [Recipe: (1) a set of instructions for preparing



70

a dish; (2) something likely to lead to a certain outcome.]” minviauAdmneg1sly
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Follow these rules, and you will get what you want: [...] And yet, you
can observe a recipe down to the letter, and it will not make a
difference when the end product sits in front of you and you realize
it’s not what you wanted.”
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The outcome of this recipe is a work of art, if you can make it

through the complicated preparation. Above all else: handle
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everything with care. This dessert, like you, is gone before you know it.
This dessert, like you, is impossibly sweet.

This dessert fills me, when | miss you the most.”™
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Here’s a snapshot of what it’s like to be me:

Amelia, don’t jump on the bed, you’ll hurt Willow.

Amelia, how many times have | told you not to leave your
socks on the floor, because Willow could trip over them?

Amelia, turn off the TV (although I’ve only watched a half hour,
and you’ve been staring at it like a zombie for five hours straight).”
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[...] Mom isn’t the one who tries to iron out the mess. She’s too busy
making sure you’re all right, so the task falls to Dad. Ah, see, there’s
something else that I’'m jealous about: he’s your real dad, but he’s
only my stepfather. [...] Sean adopted me, and he acts like he loves
me just as much as he loves you — even though there’s this black,
jagged splinter in my mind that constantly reminds me this couldn’t
possibly be true.”’
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“What were you thinking?” | said.

“I'just wanted to see what it was like,” you said. “When | saw
you -

“You shouldn’t have.”

“Well, | did. And you looked ... | don’t know ... so happy.” [..]

“It’s a stupid way to be happy. It’s what | did because |
couldn’t be happy the normal way.” | shook my head. “I look at you,
Wiki, with so much shit raining down on you, and you never let it get
you down. But me, | can’t even be satisfied with all the good stuff in
my life. I’'m pathetic.”
[...] | swiped a tear from my eye. “Don’t try to be like me, Willow,” |
said. “Especially since | was only trying to be like you.””
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[...] “You don’t have to be nice to me just because | won’t be around
here much longer.”

That sent a chill down my spine. [...] Were you, like, dying?
“What are you talking about?”
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“Mom wants to get rid of me because things like this keep
happening.” You swiped the tears from your eyes with your hands.
“I’m not the kind of kid anyone wants.”

“What are you talking about? [...]”

[...] “Nobody keeps things that get broken. Sooner or later, they get
»100

thrown away.
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[...] the more involved | became with the O’Keefe case, the harder it was
to put my birth mother out of my mind. [...] If | had to represent a

woman who wished she’d gotten rid of her child, then the least | could

do was find my own mother and praise her for thinking differentty.102
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| liked you. | liked you a lot. You were genuine and funny and smart,
and maybe your bones broke every now and then. | liked you for
dismissing your condition as the least important part of you - nearly
as much as | disliked your mother for highlighting it. '
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If it was acceptable to want to terminate a fetus that had Down or O,
what about when medical advances made it possible to see your
child’s potential beauty, or her level of compassion? What about

parents who wanted only a boy and learned they had conceived a

' |bid., 226.



81

gir? Who would be allowed to set the bars for access, and for
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What would | do? [...]

If you chose to stop a loved one’s suffering — either before it
began or during the process — was that murder, or mercy?

“Yes,” | whispered. “I would.” 106
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| used to love to watch my father shave. | had no mother to
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“Hey, freak,” he said, “you want to see Superman fly?”
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All superheroes had accessories — Batman’s belt, Superman’s cape -
this was his, and it gave him X-ray vision. He was so excited about
having his new glasses that he slept with them.

It wasn’t until he got to school the next day that he
understood that with better vision came perfect hearing: Four-eyes;
blind as a bat."*
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Peter’s skin was moon-white under the harsh fluorescent
lamps of the cafeteria, his penis a tiny spiral shell on a sparse nest of
pubic hair. He immediately covered his genitals with his lunch bag,
and as he did, he dropped his milk carton. It spilled on the floor
between his feet.

"Hey, look at that," Drew said. "Premature ejacula’cion."m1
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[...] He couldn’t breathe; he couldn’t move. [...]

He could hear them all laughing.

Peter glanced at his computer again. His mother always said
that if something bad happened, you could look at it as a failure, or
you could look at it as a chance to head in another direction.”™
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up for himself [...] instead of just accepting it. [...] if Peter wants it to

end, he’s going to have to be part of the solution.” o
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Josie sort of hated her right now. She was acting all concerned and
worried, but it was too much too late, as if it had taken this shooting

for her to wake up to the fact that she had absolutely no relationship
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[...] the burn of his finger pushing inside her. [..] when she found

herself aching after she told him she wanted to stop. Matt shifted his

weight and came down on top of her again, only this time there was
. 178

more burning, more pressure.
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[...] He pinned her hands over her head and ground his hips against
hers. [...]

“Wait,” Josie said, trying to roll away beneath him, but he
clamped his hand over her mouth and drove harder and harder until
Josie felt him come.

[...] she realized that he was in tears. “I love you so goddamn much.”

. 179
Josie turned her face away. “I love you, too.”
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“Josie, for Christ’s sake!” Matt was sweating, his eyes wide.
“Are you fucking stupid?”

“Don’t talk to her like that,” Peter cried.

“Shut up, asshole,” Matt said. “You think she’s going to save
you?” He turned to Josie. “What are you waiting for? Shoot.”

So she did."™
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Katie lifted her face to his. “[...] If she’s so happy, Adam, why
is she still here?”

“What | told you,” Adam gently corrected, “is that the ones
who come back have an emotional connection to the world.

Sometimes it’s pain, sometimes it’s anger ... but Katie, sometimes it’s

% picoult, Plain Truth, 138.



151

just love.” His words rose softly between them. “Sometimes they stay
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But Katie knew it was a sin, had known from the moment she
made the decision to lie with Adam. However, the transgression
wasn’t making love without the sanction of marriage. It was that for
the first time in her life, Katie had put herself first. Put her own wants
and needs above everything and everyone else.””
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And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the
garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die. (Genesis 2: 16-17) "
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For the next six weeks, Sarah would have to live apart from her in the
same house: pretend that Katie was no longer a large part of her life,
give up praying with her, limit their conversation. Why it was like losing
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“I should never have put her on that train to see Jacob ..
Aaron was right all along.”

“There was no way you could have known that Katie would
meet an English boy and get pregnant.”

“Couldn’t I?” Sarah said softly. “This is all my fault.”

My heart went out to the woman. “She might have chosen to
go on her own. It might have happened anyway.”

Sarah shook her head. “I love my children. I love them, and
look what’s happened.”

[...] “I’'m her mother, Ellie. I’'m supposed to fix it. But | can’t.”

| took a deep breath. “Then I'll have to.”””
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mothers stepped in to help control the situation as best they could.]™
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“But Aaron had sent Jacob away, and for much less than this.
He would never have accepted that baby ... and Katie would have

been sent away, too.” Sarah’s eyes went to my abdomen, where my

208 Hawley, “The Amish Veil: Symbol of Separation and Community,” 96.
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child lay safe. “You understand now, Ellie, don’t you? | couldn’t save
Hannah, and | couldn’t save Jacob ... | had one last chance. No matter
what, someone was going to leave me. So | chose. | did what |
thought | had to do, to keep my daughter.” She bowed her head.
“And | nearly lost her, all the same.”””
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“He was banned from the church, Aaron. Not from your life.”

“They are the same to me.”

“That’s the thing | don’t understand, you know. Since
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prevent it. And it was his job, too, to see through the consequences -
however painful they might be.*”
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“Is it worth it?” she asked quietly. “Is college everything you
wanted?”

Jacob studied her for a long time. “It’s not everything,
because you all aren’t here.””
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“You are no longer welcome here.”

“Why, Dat?” Jacob asked. “It’s not because the bishop said so.
And who are you to make a rule stronger than the Ordnung?” He
stepped further inside.”"'
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Without saying a word, Jacob bent down and resumed his task.
His palms slipped along the soft underskin of the cow. A moment
later, he felt his father at his shoulder. The hands that had taught him
to do most everything gently pushed his out of the way, so that the
milk pump could be attached.
Jacob stood up, toe to toe with his father. Aaron nodded
slowly toward the next cow.™?
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“Once he’s gone,” she said quietly, “you don’t get him back
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“I’m happy for you, Ellie, | am. But that doesn’t make it hurt any less.
And | keep telling myself that my Mam lost three babies, four if you
count Hannah.” She shrugged. “You can be happy for someone else’s
good fortune, but that doesn’t mean that you forget your own bad
luck.”*”
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| may be a prosecutor, but I’'m also the first to tell that if you cannot
communicate in a certain way, you cannot get justice in the American
legal system.”"®
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[..] | tell the parents I’d do anything to get that monster into jail. | tell
the parents that in their shoes I'd do whatever it takes, including
putting their children on the stand.
But now I’'m the parent, and it is my child, and that changes
everything.”'
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“I'just have to look crazy to get away with it.”

“What makes you think you can?”

“Because | know what it takes to be declared legally insane.”*”
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“He was hysterical. He was crying so hard he couldn’t breathe, and he

wouldn’t talk at all.” Caleb looks into Nina’s eyes, hands her this
phrase like a gift. “He kept making the sign for Mommy.”***
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My chest fills with lead and my legs melt beneath me. | can tell
myself that | have gotten retribution for Nathaniel; | can say that | was
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has lost her child because of me.”
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What have | done? | killed a man who was innocent. A priest. A person
who came to comfort me when my world cracked apart; who loved
children, Nathaniel included. | killed a man who fought cancer and
won, who deserved a long life. | committed murder and | can no
longer even justify my actions to myself.””’
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| have killed a man; | have killed a man. This has become a
part of me, like the color of my eyes or the birthmark on my right
shoulder blade. | have killed a man, and nothing | do can take that
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Nathaniel did not know how to tell him no. [...] “Father?”
Nathaniel whispered.

“I’m just blessing you,” he replied. “A special helper deserves
that. | want God to know that every time He sees you.” His fingers
stilled. “You do want that, don’t you?”

A blessing was a good thing, [..] it was what his mother and
father would want, Nathaniel was sure of it >
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When Nathaniel went back to his class, Father Glen was still
reading the Bible story. Nathaniel sat down, tried to listen. [...] When
he looked up, the other priest was standing in the hallway, holding
Esme and smiling. With his free hand he raised a finger to his lips. Shh.
Don’t tell.

That was the moment Nathaniel lost all his words.”"
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What Father Gwynne did was wrong — Nathaniel knew it then,
from the way his skin shivered; and he knows it now, from talking to
Dr. Robichaud and Monica. They have said over and over that it isn’t
Nathaniel’s fault. But that doesn’t keep him from turning around
sometimes, really fast, sure that he’s felt someone’s breath on his
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If Trixie hadn’t gotten raped, if Daniel hadn’t called her office the
night she’d been breaking off her affair with Seth — would she ever
have confessed? Would she have kept it to herself, a stone in her
soul, a cancer clouding her memory?

What people don’t know can’t hurt them.”
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She ate until there were no crumbs left in the baking dish, [...]. And
still she was hungry.
Until that moment, she’d forgotten this about Sorrow Pie too:
No matter how much you consumed, you would not have your fill.”*
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“He was drunk. He said ... he said that my bitch of a daughter was
ruining his life. Ruining his life. He stood up and started coming toward
me, and | .. | got scared and pushed him away. But he lost his
balance, and he went over the railing.” [...] “He was hanging on to the
railing with one hand and reaching up with the other. [...] | started to
reach for his hand ... and then ..” Laura closed her eyes. “Then | let
him go.””*
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