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KERKKIAT PAIBOONSIN: BUDDHISM AND THAI MONARCHS 1767-1851.
ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. JULISPONG CHULARATANA, Ph.D., 241 pp.

This thesis will analyze and explain the relation between Buddhism and
Thai Monarchs that gives the importance to show authority, legitimacy and virtue.
This thesis will focus in the period from King Taksin to King Rama Il which is the
time that Thai society changes from late Ayutthaya mores to the modern society
with the emergence of western influence. Although Thai Monarchs in that time
want to make the glorious of Thonburi and Rattanakosin to similar with Ayutthaya,
but the social context has changed and makes a difference in the development of
Thonburi and Early Rattanakosin, especially the relation between Buddhism and
Thai Monarchs. King Taksin acts as the supreme leader of sangha, as living Buddha.
King Rama | shows his authority, legitimacy and virtue not only via the status of
supreme patron of triratna which is created in his reign but also sangha control by
his law and order. King Rama Il raises his status to be the most conspicuous
Buddhist monarch in the region by his support in Buddhist Affair. King Rama I
shows his authority, legitimacy and virtue via the great number of religious edifice

construction because of his mother was a commoner.
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Academic Year: 2014
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