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Community Radio is a specialized service offered by a

local radio station with specific target group and with the aim
of responding to listeners' real needs. The reseach focusses on
the feasibility and the model of a community radio for people in
suburban areas of the Province of Chanthaburi, impacts of
community radio on media habit changes, and 1listeners’
satisfaction over messages got through the service, as well as
the use of community radio for development purpose.
‘ Quasi-Experimental Research technique has been used,
through experimental radio programmes for listeners within the
radius of 6 - 10 kilometres around Radio Thailand F.M.Service
of Chanthaburi. The one-hour programme, broadcast daily for 2
months, are administered and produced by a board of community
leaders in the area.

Results are derived from the experimentation,
observation, and sampling surveys both before and after the
experiment. 196 interviewees were selected by a random sampling
method from the target audiences in the surrounding area of the
station. It has been found that the board set up for the
purpose is capable of administering a community radio service and
serves well to mirror problems and needs of the community.
Board member and secretary plays a significant role in
coordinating among the board, station, and community. After the
experiment, listeners tuned into the station in greater number.
When compared with the programme earlier broadcast, popularity
and satisfaction have increased. The result of the comparison
showed that the significance was.f#1 for popularity and .201
for satisfaction. It was also found that community radioc serves
well as a medium for development purpose.
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