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The objective of this study is to investigate and compare the use of
first person personal pronouns and polite final particles of the male, female
and effeminate male speakers and to analyze the variation of first person
personal pronouns and polite final particles according to the relationship
between the speaker and listener, the degree of intimacy between the speaker
and listener and the sex of the listener. The analysis .is based on .
information from questionnaires filled out by Arts students at Chulalongkorn
University. There were .25 males, 392 females and 16 effeminate males.

The first person personal pronouns and polite final particles found
in this study are classified into 3 groups : 1) typically male pronouns and
particles, 2) typically female pronouns and particles and 3) non—gender
specific pronouns and particles.

It is found that the male, female and effeminate male students use
different pronouns and particles. The male use typically male pronouns and
particles, the female use typically female pronouns and particles and the
effeminate male use both. These three groups also use non-gender specific
pronouns and particles. '

It is also found that the use of first person personal pronouns and
polite final particles depends on the relationship between the speaker and
listener and their degree of intimacy. Speaking to parents or intimates,
males and females use non-gender specific pronouns and particles with greater
frequency than when they speak to teachers or non-intimates. Effeminate males
use typically female pronouns and particles and non-gender specific pronouns
and particles when they speak to parents or intimates with greater frequency
than when they speak to teachers or non-intimates. The sex of the listener,
however, does not influence the use of pronouns and particles of these three
groups of speakers.
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