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ABSTRACT

Obdcetives of the Research

%, To study the general informaticniﬁnd selling
behavier of farmers in Bang Phae ¥illage.

2. To study the present situations of middleman and
agriculturanl ccoperatives, including farmers'conditiocns and
motivation in dealing end geoing on credit with middleman or
cooperatives.,

3, To coopare farmers'attltudes towards middleman
end cocoperatives and to identify poseibilities inwhich

cooperatives can replnce middleman. e

Mathodnlopy

The sample of 135 farmer households was drawn at random
from 1431 households which is the population of the study .

Key informants of the village were interviewed before the execution



of field research with the view to gather actual modes of living

of the farmers. - Subseguently, interview schedule for farmers was
constructed and implemented, The data thus obtained were computerized
and tabulated to illustrate farmers' living conditions, their
economical relations (dealing and going on credit} znd their sccial
relationa (sharing sociel activities) with middleman =and cooperatives,
using percentage and retio. Furthermore, the analysis was also made
in order to test the significant differences of farmera'! attitudes

towards the two mgenciss by exploiting the t - statistics.

Findings

The study revealed that farmers of Bang Phae had good
socio - economic status; most of them had a primary schooling and
they had no sericus problems in debt. The village transportation
was in good condition. Farmers put more accent on selling cereals
at good price with ;ccommodatiﬂns. Therefore, middleman were popular
among them for selling products. Gn the other hand, agricultural
cooperatives gave loan service to-farmersg and they could replace
middlemen in this amspest. When compared farmers'! attitudes namely
profitability, prempt service%, agricultural acknowledgment ,
dissemination cf marketing news, cooperation in developing villages,
cooperation in viilapges' aactivities, response to demands of farmers,
economic developement ,and stabilify on operation towardé the twoj

we found no sipnificant differences. DBut when we considered each

item of attitudes of farmers towards middlemen end co-operative



were gifferent at profitability, ngricultural achknowlzdgment,

sissemination of marketing news, economic developement and

stability on operation of levels of significance.
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