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ABSTRACT

This thesis is an anslytical description of the That
Miniatry af Foreign Affaira with & special emphasia on its
crganization and administration.

The Ministry has the primary responsibility in formue
lating and executing Thailand's foreign policy. The task is
difficult and complex as it has to be done in a present world
of protracted ideclogical conflicts. The principles of national
sovereignty and national interests are ne longer the only hases
of foreign policy consideration, but the impacts of internae
tional groupings inc¢remsingly account for the cause of action
a country will take. This situation regquires much greater orga-
nizational capacity, diplomatic know-how, and effective person-
nel of the Ministry of Fereign Affairs than in the past,.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has & loeng period of
development. Prior to the Teign of King Chulalongkorn, Krom Dha,
a sub=-department in Krom Phra Klang{The Treasury), had been
reaponsible for foreign affairs notably of whieh were business
transactions with traders from overseas. In B.E, 2428 King
Chulalongkorn elevated Krom Dha tco a ministerial status apd re-
named it the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Reorganizatiorn and
development were from then on begun in line with European and
American patterns. The Ministry has been times and again reor-
ganlized and administrative procedures improved to meet the
needs of the always-changing international <¢ircumsiance.

The Ministry's acope of duty ia set forth in the
Ministry's Organization Act hut it has encountered with waricus
administrative obstacles, especially thoase generanted from the
rules and regulations under the Civil Service Act. Certain
major defeets lie in the recruiting preocedure. PBhis is impor-
tant because recruitment of properly qualified diplomatic per-
sonnel can be a vital centribution to the Ministry's succesas,
It is therefore suggested that enactment eof a new Foreign
Service Law is necessary. The Law will separate diplomatic
nfficials from other civil servants, thus making it possible
for the Ministry to develop its own recruiting, training, and
staffing systems, and eénables it to build up prew impetus as
well as a truly efficient foreign servige staff.,

This thesis does not represent a ¢omprehensive study
of the Foreign Service's organization and administration.
However, it will become one of & very rare, intensive study eof
this highly important institution of the Thai Government,
whose myths and legends are only known within the exslusive
circle of its owne.
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