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## 5180151722 : MAJOR PHILOSOPHY
KEYWORDS : CONFUCIUS / CONFUCIUS" ETHICS / HARMONY / RELATION /
TENSION

NUCHAREE WONGSAMUT : TENSION WITHIN HARMONY (HE) IN
CONFUCIUS’ ETHICS. ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF. SUWANNA SATHA-
ANAND, Ph.D., 126 pp.

Most studies of Confucius’ concept of harmony (he) have been either a study
of the concept from the cosmological perspective or a static conception of harmony
conveying a sense of placid tranquility. This thesis argues that tension plays a crucial
role in Confucius’ concept of harmony. Tension is the state where various elements
are in contention yet they can still maintain a mutually supportive harmonious
relationship. By analyzing tension within a process of harmonization that takes place
at various levels, ranging from harmony in society to harmony with Heaven, this study
shows that tension is inherent in these harmonious relationships.

Recognizing the existence of tension within harmony helps develop a more
accurate and viable understanding of Confucius’ concept of harmony. Harmony is
adaptive, dynamic and constantly accommodating different elements into its
process. Tension is a precondition to the “tranquility aspect” of harmony. The
tranquility aspect of harmony is not permanent, but always in the process of further
harmonization. Understanding the concept of harmony as encompassing tension

within brings about a better grasp of the open-ended nature of Confucius’ ethics.
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Henry Rosemont and Roger T. Ames, “Family Reverence (xiao Z) as the Source of Consummatory Conduct

(ren 1=),” Dao 7, 1 (2008): 15-16.
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“all of society was re-imagined in term of the hierarchical ties of superior and subordinate, and the absolute

character of authority was extended into the family in the role of the unchallenged parterfamilias and into the intellectual

world in the total dominance of master over disciple.” Mark Edward Lewis, Sanctioned Violence in Early China (Albany:

State University of New York Press, 1999), 246. cited in David Elstein, “The Authority of the Master in the Analects,”

Philosophy East and West 59, 2 (April, 2009): 142.
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