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# # 5680120722 : MAJOR PHILOSOPHY
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HIDDEN MEANING
THANYACHON PAKDEERAT: THE SILENCE OF CONFUCIUS IN THE
ANALECTS. ADVISOR: ASST. PROF.SARINYA ARUNKHAJORNSAK, Ph.D., 84

Pp.

Most studies of language in the Analects have placed a focus on the concept
of the Rectification of Names (Zhengming). These studies have been confined to
analyzing the use of words which are communicated through speech. However, there is
a lack of the study of ‘silence’ in the Analects. In the light of these considerations, it
would be interesting to analyze the roles of silence through “what is said” by Confucius.
This would make us realize the importance of ‘silence’ as a strategy of transmitting the
philosophical messages in the Analects. This thesis proposes that silence can be used

to cultivate human being along the Confucius path.

In the examination of the philosophical ‘massage’ in the silence of Confucius,
we offer an understanding of “the unsaid”. Silence indicates restraint, tolerance, and
efforts to maintain human relationships. There are three strategies of meaning through
silence: an indirect speech, a pause during conversation and conveying meanings
through gestures. Confucius often uses these strategies to speak as little as possible in
order to allow others to discover “the other three corners” by herself/himself. Thus, a
philosophical exposition of silence in the Analects would help bring out the “hidden”

meaning of what is said by the master.
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Ibid., p.519.

‘... What is inside must assume an outward form’; the nature of the junzi is that humanity,
righteousness, the rites, and wisdom are rooted in his heart but have pure and clear
manifestations, visible in his face, brimming in his back, spread to his four limbs which do not speak
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