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The law of non-contradiction has been the crucial fundamental law in philosophy
for a long time. However, in the contemporary context, there emerges a theory calls
itself ‘dialetheism’, it queries the necessary truth status of the law of non-contradiction,
and induces some active debates. The purpose of this thesis is to examine and
evaluates the arguments concerning the law of non-contradiction through

considering the dialetheism and its involved debates.

In this thesis, | distinguish the law of non-contradiction into 4 models; firstly, the
syntactic law of non-contradiction; secondly, the semantic law of non-contradiction;
thirdly, the pragmatic law of non-contradiction; and fourthly, the ontological law of non-

contradiction.

From the study, it is found that the achievement of dialetheism in challenging
the law of non-contradiction is very limited only to the level of semantics, since it
accepts the pragmatics model of law of non-contradiction. Furthermore, from
scrutinizing into the problems about the status of the law, | remark that it might be

grounded in the ontological condition.
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» Priest, Graham. “What’'s so bad about contradiction,” The Law of Non-Contradiction: New

Philosophical Essays. (New York: Oxford University Press, 2004). p. 29.
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% “[Ilt is impossible for anything at the same time to be and not to be and by this means

have shown that this is the most indisputable of all principle.” Aristotle. Metaphysics, 1006a 2-5 WLa¥
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that contrary attributes should belong at the same time to the same subject..., and if an opinion
which contradicts another is contrary to it, obviously it is impossible for the same man at the same
time to believe the same thing to be and not to be; for if a man were mistaken on this point he would
have contrary opinions at the same time.” T‘]Ji‘rﬂ@j Aristotle. Metaphysics. 1005b23-31.

» Priest, Graham. Doubt Truth to be a Liar, pp. 9-10.

* Lukasiewicz, Jan. “On the Principle of Contradiction in Aristotle”, pp. 489-493.
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% “[W]hen the assertion is true, the negation is false, and when this is true, the affirmation is

false, it will not be possible to assert and deny the same thing truly at the same time.” Tﬂim@ Aristotle.

Metaphysics, 1008a34-36.
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