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VIRAT RUAMPONGPATTANA : THAI - LAO. CONFLICTS FROM
1975 TO THE PRESENT. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSO.PROF.
SOMPHONMG CHOOMAK, Ph.D., ASSO.PROF. SURACHAI
SIRIKRAI, Ph. D, 200 PP.

The purpose of this study was to examine the Thai -
Laos conflicts from 1975 to present time and to investigate
Thai foreign policy regarding the conflicts in question

The study found out that when the communist took over
the government of Loas in 1975, differences in political
ideology of Thailand and Laos, as well as misgivings between
Thailand, an anti-communist regime, and Loas, has triggered a
series of conflicts between the two countries. Each of them
has been occused of interfering in its internal affairs. Both
Thailand and Loas had taken an uncompomising stand up to the
Ban - Rom - Klao crisis.

In Ban - Rom - Klao crisis, the two countries use
forces, which ended through against each other on the
begining but the fighting ended in a short time negotiations
between the military leaders of two countries. From then on
both sides agreed not to resort to used of force. However,
the disputs not being finalized, still causes the two states
to suspect each other.

The study also found out that the Thailand government
has believed all along since 1978 that Laos’ uncompromising
attitude and acts have been engineered by Vietnam, which :
rlayed, and is still playing, and important role in turning
Loas to communism. The study points out, however, that after
the diplomatic negotiations ever the Ban - Rom - Klao erisis,
Laos has shown a much more compromising attitude toward
Thailand. Vietnam’s Foreign Minister’s wvisit to Thailand on
June 20, 1988, and Thailand’s ex Premier Prem
Tinnasulanonda’s visit to the Soviet Union have also
amelierated the relationship between Thailand and the two
countries. This positive changing atmosphere would help
reduceing conflicts and facilitating peace between Laos and
Thaialnd. :
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