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Topic : Preliminary Study for Tourism Development in Lampang and
Lamphun provinces

Name : Mr. Wiwatchai Boonyapak

Advisor : Mr. Wannasilpa Peerapun
Department : Urban Planning
Academic year : 1984

Abstract

The important strategy employed in economic development in Thailand
nowadays is tourism industry promotion. Since last decade tourism industdy
has proved that it actually brings high revenue into the country. Obviously

in the year 1982-1983 tourism ranked first among the other major exports

such as rice, rubber, tapioca, sugar etc.

Tourism industry initiated investment in tourist enterprises as
well as other businesses involued. It also helped create jobs in household
industry and results are distribution of revenue among different levels of
people. Many provinces has grown up rapidly due to the development of
tourism industry. Realizing the importance of tourring, the government
of Thailand mapped out the strategy by including the tourism development
plan into the fifth master plan on economic and social development
(A.D.1982-1986). It clearly stated in the plan that the government
aimed to promote tourism as a means to induce more foreign curency into
the country. By doing so it will help counter-balance the trade dificit
which Thailand is now facing. Likewise major provinces almost all over
the country tried to insert tourism development plan into the provincial
development plan, in accordance with the master plan on economic and

social development.



In northern region, Chiangmai has now become the central city
of tourism attraction and the trend of tourism markets is likely to
spread and encircle the nearly provinces, like Lampang and Lamphun.
And since these two provinces arejendowed with tourism resources similar
to Chiangmai, the mapping out of tourism plan shquld be made in advance to

ascertain the right and proper development.

Preliminary study for toursism development in Lampang and Lamphun

provinces specified the general study of the fallowing major factors.

- General study on physiography, economy, society and demography.
- Study on infra-structure.
- Study on tourist markets, tourist assets and the proposal of

guidelines in tourism development.

Lampang and Lamphun have high tourism potential, suitable to be
developed as (new) tourism province. Théy have not only outstanding
cultural heritage known as "Lanna Culture", but also beautiful natural
scenery and pleaéant cliamate all yearround. The two provinces are well
provided with tourism infra-structure and can be conviniently accessed
by all kinds of transportations. In the city of Lampang located some
tourist-class hotels which can provide good accomodations for both Thai

and foreign tourists.

Tourists travelling to Lampang and Lamphun are mostly Thai which
represent 88% of the total and foreigners represent 12% Both Thai and
foreigner tourists have 1 day average length of stay. 78% of Thai tourists
came from Bangkok, while the foreign tourist came mostly from Europe,

North America, Japan and few from Singapore. The provinces' attractions



that highly induced both Thai and foreingner tourists are unique cultural

attractions of upper-northern region.

There are 42 accessible tourist attractions in Lampang and Lamphun,
classified as 12 natural attractions, 20 historical and religious attractions
and 10 cultural attractions. These attractions are scatterly and equally

located in both Lampang and Lamphun provinces.

From the study, evaluations are made on the importance of tourist
attraction, based on 6 variable factors : accessibility, tourism facility,
environment, limitation of tourist accommodation, the awareness of tourists
towards the provinces and the value of tourist assets. The study calssified

tourist attractions into 3 main groups as follows.

- Attractions with high protential for tourism development.
— Attraction with medium potential for tourism development.

- Attraction with low potential for tourism development.

The study reveals that the groups with high and medium potential
for tourism development are found in the area of Amphoe Muang and near-by
Amphoes. While the group of low potential are located in different places

of the outer Amphoes, rather for from the cities.

From the results of the study, strategy for tourism development in

Lampang and Lamphun provinces, can be proposed as such:

_ Devide the area to be developed into 4 groups.

- Devide the process of development into 2 phases.

Phase I Which is a 5-year duration aiming at the first development



of two first groups of tourist attractions: the group located in Amphoe
Muang Lampang - the near-by Amphoes and the group located in Amphoe Muang
Lamphun - the near-by Amphoes, These two groups of attractions to be
developed as supporting attract;ons to the expansion of upper-northern

tourist market.

Phase IT A 10-year duration, aiming at fast development of the
two latter groups of tourist attractions. They are the group of Amphoe
Chae Hom - Muang Pan - Wang Nua and the group of Amphoe Ban Hong - Li.
During the first 5 years, strss will be on conservation of tourist
attractions from devastation. The latter 5 year will be the fast develop-
ment on tourist attractions. And again these attractions are to be
served as supporting tourist sites for the expansion of tourist markets

of the first two groups.

Tourism development in Lampang - Lamphun provinces are to be
conducted inaccordance with other aspects, such as development of tourist
attractions, of tourist facilities, of tourist infra-structure, moreover
promotion on souvenir productions, on festival and cultural activities
and on public relations will also be boosted. The development of
tourism in this area aims primarily to promote domestic tourism which
tourist market are mostly composed of Thai people. It also intends to
increase the tourists lenght of stay as well as their consumption
expenditures. Apart from this, the development of tourism must be
executed on the basis that it must not generate any unfavorable effects
to the economy and society of local people. And the development must

be held to the principle of natural and cultural conservation.
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