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The purposes ofthis research were to examine the influence of physical attractiveness and
gender on the perceptions of competence and attribution of success. Participants were 240
undergraduate students. They were shown 12 photographs of 6 men and 6 women varying in 3 levels of
attractiveness (unattractive, moderately attractive, and attractive) and then were asked to rate the

persons the photographs ontheircompetence and attribution of success.

Results show that:

1. More attractive persons are perceived as having higher level of competence than less
attractive persons (p < .01).

2. Men are notrated as having higher level of competence than women.

3. Attractive and moderately attractive persons are perceived as achieving because of
ability more than unattractive persons (p < .001) while there is no significant difference between attractive
and moderately attractive persons.

4. Men are not perceived as achieving because of ability more than women.
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