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This Independent Study examines China's foreign policy towards the
Mekong subregion under the Lancang-Mekong Cooperation (LMC) between 2016 and
2020. It analyzes the dominant factors that drive China to establish the LMC
framework. To understand China's incentives, this study adopts the concept of Power
transition theory (PPT) proposed by A.F.K. Organski and Jacek Kugler as a framework

of analysis.

The study suggests that China has established the LMC framework because
of three main incentives. First, China utilizes the LMC framework as an important
tool to advance China’s economic interests in the Mekong subregion. Second, China
can use LMC framework as a tool to contest against other external dominant powers
in this subregion and (iii) China can use the LMC framework as a tool to promote and
strengthen its economic power that will eventually support China to rise as the

world's dominant power.
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% Suthiphand Chirathivat, Buddhagam Rutchatorn and Anupama Devendrakumar, “China’s rise in mainland ASEAN
New Dynamics and Changing Landscape,” World Scientific, (2019), accessed May 1, 2020,
https://doi.org/10.1142/11133.

% Ibid., 19.
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Governance A Chinese Perspective (China Quarterly of International Strategic Studies, (2017): 17,
https://www.worldscientific.com/doi/pdf/10.1142/52377740017500233.
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New Dynamics and Changing Landscape,” World Scientific, (2019), accessed May 11, 2020,
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