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This thesis aims to understand and explain process of change of the emergence
and activities of the environmental movement in Thai society based on case studies of
the movements against Nam Chon, Kaeng Krung and Pak Mun dams during 1982-1992,
including their effect on power relations concerning the management of natural
resources and the environment between the state and the people.

All the case studies selected for this study shared some common characteristics.
It is the history of the social movements which focused largely on cultural politic aiming
to change power relations concerning nature and environment management, which had
hitherto centralized by the state, to a relationship or structure which accepted people
rights and participation.

The case studies show that the environmental movement during 1982-1992 was
a “New Social Movement" which emerged under historical contexts involving the
emergence and spread of concepts such as human rights, communal rights, critiques of

development theory , etc..
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