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This research is aimed at the study of dissemination of information
on health consumer protection from various concerned agencies through mass
media and also to analyse the content of this kind of information which
published in 6 Thai daily newspapers, namely, Mati chon, Siam Rat, Ban Muang,
Naew Na, Thai Rat and Daily News during the period of 1st October 1988 to 30th

September 1989. The findings are as follows.

The staff of various agencies concerning health consumer protection
indicated that about 80 %of all the amount of news released was publicized
through various types of mass media altogether. Most of the agencies in this
study had staff which directly responsible for public relations. Nevertheless,
the number of agency personnels who graduated or trained in mass communication

or public relations were s till low.

The quantity of news on health consumer protection in sample news-
papers both measured by item count and square inched calculation were very

small, that was less than 1 1 of tile whole space for various newspaper content

published in each day.

Moreover, those 6 daily newspapers gave more space to 3 types of
health consumer protection content namely: food; drug addict, cigarettes and

alcohol; and drug, much more than other types.

It was found in the statistical test that the hypothesis of the study
was partly accepted. The hypothesis that quality newspapers present health
consumer protection news more frequently than popular newspapers was accepted.
However, the hypothesis that quasi-quality newspapers present health consumer

protection news more frequently than popular newspapers was rejected.
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