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The cbjectives of this study were to understand the perception of Buddhists towarqs the
image of Bhikkus (Buddhist monks), to analyse Bhikkus' image l'requent!y presenled through local

media and to compare Bhikkus' image porirayed by lhe media with the Buddhists' actuat perceplion.

_ Data collection was done through the conlenl analysis find out the Bhikkus' image
presented In the media. Questionnaires with the help of SPSS/PC/FW computer programme wers

also utilised to analyse the imege of Buddhist monks received by Thai Buddhists.

Findings pointed out that Buddhists have posilively perceived the monks in terms of their
virtue behavior, However, the monk's Increasingly involvement in materialism and commerclalism is

seen negalively among Buddhists.

Most media portrayed Bhikkus in criminal news. The Bhikkus image portrayed through
the media and perceived by Buddhists were different. Generally, the majority of Buddhisls have

positive perception towards Bhikkus while the news reporting often presentad with negative Incidents

A significant difference between Bhikkus portrayaf through the media and Buddhisl's
perceplion was also found in this study. Buddhists who lrequently visited: the temples had more

positive perception towards Bhlkkus than those who visited less frequently .
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