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Project Title Social Change and the Change of Development Monks’
Roles in Northeastern Thailand
Name of the investigators Pinit Lapthananon, PhD.

Year October 2006

Abstract

This study aims to analyze and synthesize roles of Isan ‘development monks’
which have changed along with social change in Thai society. The data used here is
obtained from intensive in-depth interviews with ‘development monks’ and extensive
interviews with community leaders and villagers in the community which the monks
implemented their development projects. The officers of some governmental and non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) which have had experiences to cooperate with
the ‘development monks’ were also investigated.

The study clarifies that ‘development monks’ are not either outputs of the
government programs and policies or products of NGOs’ activities and supports. The
monks’ development role is a pattern of local Buddhist practice between local monks
and local people. The local factors are obviously having influence on their motives
and decision to play development role. Community problems are their main motives.
However, the potential and ability for them to promote their development activities
are due to their religious and social relations between the monks and local people. If
the monks do not have good relations with local people and receive little respect from
local people, they will not be able to promote any development activities in their
community. And also, after their successful development promotion if they cannot
keep those good relations and respects, they will not be able to continue their
development activities. The nature of the monks’ development activities is sensitively

related to the needs of local people whom they are designed to benefit.
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