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# # 6180618824 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

KEYWORD: Official Development Assistance, Japan, norm localization
Pimchanok Bunming : DYNAMICS OF JAPAN’S OFFICIAL DEVELOPMENT
ASSISTANCE CHARTER FROM THE 1990S TO THE EARLY 2020S. Advisor: Asst.
Prof. TEEWIN SUPUTTIKUN, Ph.D.

Japan has been regarded as a high economic potential country. Yet Japan
relies on the resources of developing countries, which causes disparities in the world.
Japan must be responsible for contributing Official Development Assistance (ODA),
pursuing the agreement of the international community to solve poverty in
developing countries. However, contributing is not for free without expecting
anything in return but literally hoping for something in exchange. Therefore, Japan
was accused by the international community that Japan applying ODA to ensure its
economic security. International organizations promote universal norms by declaring
development goals, which the international community adapts as the core of ODA
policies. Japan has to embrace universal norms and adapt them to local principles
to be prepared for situations and secure national interests. Leading to the research
question of which factors influence the enactment of Japan’s Official Development
Assistance charters in each period by using the norm localization process of the
constructivist concept to describe norms that spread to somewhere as head of states
acknowledged some interests, then emerging the embraced new norm process. This
thesis sets a scope of time by starting at the first enactment of ODA charter in the
1990s to the latest enactment of ODA charter in the early 2020s for examining the
dynamics that influence Japan’s ODA charters for responding to the national

interests of Janan in each neriod.
Field of Study:  International Relations Student's Signature .....cccoveveveveieeereeee.
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Policy," in Japan's Development Assistance: Foreign Aid and the Post-2015 Agenda, ed. Hiroshi Kato, John Page,
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