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Abstract

This research aims to investigate the difference between male and female rural
migrants’ association patterns with mediating groups in the process of adjustment to city life
by considering what they learn from the groups that are useful to them; and to explore the
difference between mediating groups joined by male and female migrants in terms of
objectives, operations, and activities. The exploration is counted on the experiences of
economically and socially successful migrants who still reside in Bangkok slums. This
research employs survey research method and structured interview to collect the data.

Research results show that there barely is a difference between association patterns
of male and female migrants with informal mediating groups. Concerning assistance on
accommodation, the migrants stay with relatives first, then move out when they get better jobs
or are married. Concerning job findings, female migrants get more assistance from relatives
in the first place, but find the jobs themselves afterwards. Both male and female migrants
learn to live an urban life by themselves, rather than from relatives and friends. Research
results also show that a majority of male and female migrants join activity groups inside the
community for economic reasons; and there is no differences between groups joined by male
and female migrants, i.e., being government supported groups and running group activities
concerning saving and lending with low interest rates. The benefits gained from joining the
groups are also the same for male and female migrants, i.e., getting to know more people,

having saving money and a source of low interest loan.
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